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LETTER. 



Baltimore, 11th mo. 4th, 1839. 

Dear Friends — 

Many of you are aware, that in the course of 
the fall of last year, I applied for the use of the meeting-house 
in Lombard street, now in your occupation, for the holding 
of a public meeting for worship, to which I particularly wished 
to invite, among others, the members of your own body. 
This proposal was declined; but I was at the same time, 
kindly invited to take my seat in your meeting on a first day 
morning, and to relieve my mind by such expression of sen- 
timent as I might there feel it to be my duty to offer. 

A year has now passed away since this circumstance oc- 
curred; but as I am still deeply interested in your highest 
welfare, and am much drawn towards you in the cords of chris- 
tian love, I venture to take this method of informing you, why 
I could not avail myself of your offer. Possibly I may, at the 
same time, be enabled to cast off that burden of religious 
exer(5ise, which has continued to rest upon me, with respect 
to yourselves, and all who unite with you in religious pro- 
fession. I wish, however, in the first place, to remark, that 
it is with the feelings of deference towards youy and of much 
diflSdence as it regards myself, that I venture upon this public 
address. 

Allow me, then, to inform you, that while I should have 
felt no difficulty in making use of the meeting-house which 
you occupy, for a meeting of my own appointment, I could, 
not conscientiously involve myself in that religious fellowship • 
with your body, which would have been obviously indicated 
by my taking my seat among you, in one of your own assem- 
blies for worship. 

It is with true respect and love, that I speak thus plainly ; 
and under the same feeKngs will eudea^ovxt \ft ^^aNfc> ""^^^s^. 
equal plainness, the grounds oi xYviti c.o\vw£\«^\ov» w>>^^^ 



I have perused parts of the sermons and writings of the late 
Elias Hicks, and other documents which came from the i>ens 
of some of his associates. I have also had the opportunity of 
hearing the preaching of some of your ministers ; and have 
freely conversed in private with several leading members of 
your body. 

The result is a clear conviction in my own mind, that many 
of those who once occupied, or who still occupy, the front 
rank amongst you, entertain the opinion, that Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, the son of Mary, was only a human proplict — 
endued, indeed, with a large measure of the Spirit of God — 
but a mere man like ourselves, liable to sin, and himself rc- 

auiring salvation. I cannot perceive that there is the smallest 
ifference of sentiment on this subject, between Elias Hicks 
and his followers, and the class of professing Christians, 
commonly called Unitarians. Now it seems to me to be 
impossible, that persons who entertain such a view of the 
**man of sorrou*s,^^ can regard him in the character of the 
Saviour of the world. Man cannot "by any means redeem 
his brother, or give to God a ransom for him." "I am God, 
saith Jehovah, and besides me there is no Saviour J* 

Hence it follows, that those who look upon Jesus of Naza- 
reth as a mere man, almost necessarily deny the doctrine of 
his propitiatory death and sacrifice on the cross. This ob- 
servation applies, as I believe, to the leading members of your 
own body. So far as I have had the opportunity of beconung 
acquainted with their sentiments, I have been constrained to 
conclude, that tliey look upon the death of Jesus on the cross, 
'•without the gate" of Jerusalem, as an "outward" circum- 
stance — ^belonging solely to the history of the ))ast — with 
v^hich we have now no concern whatsoever, except perhaps 
as an example of patient suflbring, in submission to the will of 
God, Now if this is a just view of the sentiments which your 
leaders entertain on these two vital points in n^ligion, it l)o- 
comes conspicuous that they have forsaken that Foundation, ou 
which alone George F(iX,Mn(l iiis iirethren, professed to builii. 
"We own and believe," says Gcor'xe Fox, *'in the i»nly 
wise, omnipotent, .nnd everlasting Gtid, the (.-reator of all 
things in heaven and earth, and the preserver of all that he 
bath made, who is Go<l over all, blessi»d for over, to nnIioui 
.be all l)on(»r, glory, praise, and thanksgiving, both m»w and 
for ever mon;. An<l we own and believe in Jesus Chri>t, his 
beloved and only-begotten Son. in whom he is well plrasi*d, 
who was conceived of the Holy Ghost, and born of the N'irgin 
MarVy in whom we have redemption thriiugh his blood, even 
the forgiveness of sins; who is the express image of the 
invisible God, t}ie firxt-born of every creature, by whom were 



all things created that are in heaven and in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether they be thrones or dominions, or princi- 
paHties, or powers, all things were created by him and for 
him. And we own and believe, that he was made a sacrifice 
for sin, who knew no sin; neither was guile found in his 
mouth ; that he was crucified for us in the flesh without the 
gates of Jerusalem ; and that he was buried and rose again 
the third day, by the power of his Father, for our justification, 
and that he ascended up into heaven, and now sitteth at the 
right hand of God. This Jesus who was the foundation of 
the holy prophets, is our foundation; and we believe there 
is NO OTHER FOUNDATION to bc laid, but that which is latid, 
even Christ Jesus, who tasted death for every man, shed his 
blood for all men ; is the propitiation for our sins, and not for 
ours only, but also, for the sins of the whole world." 

Letter to the Governor and Council of Barhadoes. 

With these views, expressed by George Fox, on his own 
behalf and that of his brethren, I cordially concur; and hence 
it follows, that between myself, and all persons who reject 
the doctrines of the proper divinity and atoning sacrifice of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, there exists a fundamental difference 
of principle. Now I conceive that were I to give public 
tokens of religious fellowship and unity, with those who deny 
the foundation on which alone I profess to build, I should 
forsake the " true ground of the Christian believer, and be a 
partaker in other men's sins. Is it too much to assert that I 
should indirectly, yet certainly, involve myself in the denial 
of Him, on whose merits alone rest all my hopes of everlasting 
salvation ? 

Here is a practical point on which I would appeal to the 
consciences of many of your members. I allude to those 
amongst you — I trust there are many such — who secretly 
entertain the good old faith of the Christian Quaker ; truly 
believing in Jesus of Nazareth, as the Son of God, the pro- 
pitiation for our sins, and the Saviour of the world. Do not 
such individuals dangerously compromise their principles, so 
long as they continue in church-fellowship with ministers and 
otliers, leaders of the flock; who are publicly known not 
only to disregard, but to repudiate these essential doctrines of 
the christian religion ? In the tenderness of christian affection, 
I submit this weighty consideration to the verdict of their 
consciences. "Come out from among them and be ye sepa- 
rate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing," seems 
to be a language emphatically applicable to all such persons. 
''Whatsoever is not of faith is sin.** The religious system 
which they touch, with which they are ^•s^ci^SaN&S.^^Vx^^'^'e^ 
uphold by their example, \s fc\V ^oxd^ Vworw^ >>vj \Ve,m \55> >* 
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unclean ; and on the plainest moral grounds, they are bound 
to forsake and renounce it, lest their souls should die. O how 
my heart bleeds, when I meet, in the streets, your goodly 
young people, over whom, as I fear, the enemy of souls is 
gradually spreading the net of unbelief ! O how I mourn over 
the lovely children, who are likely to grow up to manhood, 
under a ministry at their meelings, and under -a daily in- 
fluence at home, opposed, as I believe, to the faith once de- 
livered to the saints — the faith whereby we are saved! Shall 
the tender mothers among you, who still love the Lord 
Jesus Christ, have no pity on their offspring? Shall they 
continue to expose them to the danger of being separated 
from the Saviour? Shall they not rather lay them at his 
feet, witli prayer and sup])lication, and beg of him, to fold 
them in the arms of his love, that they may be his own for 
ever ? 

I could not, with a safe conscience, omit this appeal to 
some of your members; but I beg leave to assure you, that it 
is made without the slightest feeling of unkindness or disrespect 
towards another class aiiiono: you, (a large class as I greatly 
fear,) who have forsaken that faith in Jesus of Nazareth, as 
the Saviour of the world, for which I am bold to plead — a 
faith which was openly professed, and righteously maintained, 
by our forefathers in the truth. Relieving that some s^t least 
of this class, are beginning to be dissatisfied with themselves, 
and uneasy in the dangerous position which tliey now occupy, 
I hope it may not be entirely in vain to ofler to their renewed 
attention, the following simple considerations. 

First, That the doctrines of the proper divinity, and atoning 
sacrifice, of our F^ord Jesus Christ, are essential parts of the 
fabric of Christian truth. 

Secovdhjy That our Lord Jesus Christ, in all his gracious 
offices, is received by faith ; and through faith in him, we 
are saved. 

Thirdly, That the absence of this faith, in those to whom 
the gospel is made known, and especially in those who once 
believed in Ilim, is ruinous to the soul. 

In endeavouring brielly to devclr>[)e these propositions, I shall 
of course make my a]i|)eal to the Holy Scriptures, which I 
believe many of you still regard as of divine authority, and as 
the onlv outward test by which all controversies in religion 
are to be settled and decided. 

L Great and important are the principles laid down by the 
apostle Paul in the following passage: "There is therefore 
now no condemnation to them which arc in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after tiie flesh, but after the Spirit. For the law of 
$)w f^pinX of Jifc in Christ Jesus, iiatii made mc free from the 



law of sin and death. For what tlie law could not do, itl 
that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own So?L 
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and fof sin, condemned sin in 
the flesh, that the rignteousness of the law might be fulfilled 
in us who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit." Rom- 
viii. 1 — 4. Compare his previous declaration, "God com- 
mendeth his love towards us in that while we were vet sin- 
ners, Christ died for us. Much more then being now justified 
by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him; for 
if when we were enemies we were reconciled unto God by 
the death of his Son, much more being reconciled, we shall be 
saved by his life." — v, & — 10. 

Here it is evident that the incarnation of the Son of Godj 
and his propitiatory death, are represented as essential realities 
in the christian religion, on which depends its practical value — 
fundamental principles, out of which springs all its living effi- 
cacy for the reconciliation and renovation of sinners. We 
cannot, therefore, be surprised that an acknowledgment of 
the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh, is upheld by another 
apostle, as the distinguishing sign of right spirits, and the con- 
trary, as that of false spirits. "Every spirit that confesseth 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is of God ; and every 
spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh* 
is not of God ; and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye 
have heard that it should come into the world ; and even now 
already is it in the world. — Hereby know we the spirit of 
truth* and the spirit of error." — 1 John iv, 2, 3, 6. 

To come in the flesh, seems to be a mode of expresrfon 
quite inapplicable to men in general. It evidently represents 
the incarnation of a being who had previously existed out of 
the flesh, that is in some other nature than that of man. Ac- 
cordingly we learn from Scripture, that Jesus Christ was 
"before" John the Baptist, John i, 30 ; the Lord of Davids 
Matt, xxii, 43 ; the helper of Israel in the wilderness, 1 Cor- 
X, 4 , the living Redeemer of Job, xix, 25 ; before Abraham, 
John viii, 68 ; in the beginning, John i, 1 ; in glory with the 
Father before the world was, John xvii, 5; "from of old, from 
everlasting," Mic. v, 2. "I am Alpha and Omega," says 
Jesus, ''the beginning and the end, the first and the last !'*' 
Rev. jExii, 13. "That which was jfi^om the beginning, which 
we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we 
have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word 
of life ; (for the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and 
bear witness, and show unto you that eternal life which was ' 
with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) that which we 
have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also tti^^ 
have fellowship with us : and livxVv ova I^oxn^ks^ '^ ^^^ 
the Father, and with his Son 3esus C\«\sxr \ 'icJtts^ V 
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If then the inquiry be raised, in what nature the Son of 
God thus existed in times of great antiquity before his coming 
in the flesh, in the beginning of the world, and from all 
eternity ? — the Christian cannot hesitate to answer, Not in the 
nature of finite man — not in that of angels, or of any created 
being, however exalted — ^but in the true and proper nature of 
God himself; or, in other words, in perfect oneness with the 
Father who sent him. "I and my Fatner," said Jesus, ^^ara 
one,^^ He whom John describes as the "Eternal Life," 
(doubtless, because he is the source and origin of it,) — -who 
was "in the form of God, and tiiought it not robbery to be 
equal with God." — Phil, ii, 6 : by whom "all things* were 
made," and without whom was not any thing made that was 
made," — John i, 3: by whom "were all things created, both 
in heaven and in earth, visible and invisible," Col. i, 16; — 
wliose haman birth was ushered in with the songs of angels, 
when he arose as "the sun of righteousness," over a dark and 
guilty world; — who gave si^ht to the blind, limbs to the 
maimed, and life to the very dead ; — ^who knew the hearts of 
all men, and freely exercised the divine prerogative of for- 
giving sins, John ii, 24; Luke vii, 48; — ^a^Iio rebuked the 
stormy winds and waves, and immediately there was a great 
calm ; — who burst the bands oi death asunder, triumphed over 
the grave, led captivity captive, ascended up on high, and sat 
down at the right hand of the majesty of the Father ; — who 
poured forth, on his infant church, the gifts and graces of the 
Spirit, Acts ii, 1 — 3; and still baptizes his people with the 
Holy Ghost and with fire," Matt, iii, 11 ; — who is exalted far 
above all principality, and power, — both in this world and the 
world to come, EjJi. i,21; — who reigns supreme over his 
universal church, and over all things for the church's sake, v, 
22; — ^whom all the angels of God are commanded to worship, 
Heb. i, ; — who will (!ome again in glory, surrounded by that 
heavenly host, to judge the quick and the dead, before whose 
face "the earth and the heaven" shall flee away. Matt, xiii, 
41 — 13 ; Rev. xx, 1 1 ; — ihis Jesus, Immanuel, the Kinijc of 
kings, the Saviour of the world — cannot he less than lioJ. 
"In the l)Cginniii.ir was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the W(»rd was Gon," Johni, 1; "his name shall 
be called the miirhtv Gon." Isa. ix, (i. This is his name 
whcrel)y he shall be called the Lord, (Jehovah) our right- 
eousness." Jcr. xxiii, «. Th(»nias answered and said unto 
him, "Mv F-nrd and mv Gon." John xx, 2H. Of the Israd- 
itcs, "as ronrerning the flesh, Christ came, who is over nil. 
(Sod blessod for ev(»r. Amen." Rom. ix, 5. "God was mani- 
fest in the flrsh." 1 Tim. iii, U\. 
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We have, therefore, plainly declared to us in the gospel of 
Christy as it is recorded in Holy Scripture, the awful doctrine, 
that the only-begotten Son of God — the eternal Word himself, 
the Holy One of Israel, and truly God — ^took upon him, in the full- 
ness of time, the form of a servant, and the likeness and nature 
of man. This vast and mysterious truth cannot possibly be of 
a secondary or superficial importance, in the religion of Jesus. 
It is no mere ornament of the fabric, displayed to us to grati- 
fy our curiosity. It is a truth of unutteiable sublimity, which 
"the angels desire to look into," calculated to excite, in the 
mind of the believer, the most profound emotions of wonder, 
love, and praise — ^nor can we for a moment imagine that this 
glorious act of divine love and condescension, should not be 
directed to some vast purpose, adequate to its portentous 
character and magnitude. 

That purpose is declared in Scripture to be nothing less 
than the redemption of the world — the deliverance of man- 
kind from the bondage of sin and Satan, and from the bitter 
pains of eternal death, and his final translation to the kingdom 
of everlasting rest and glory. For this end it was needful, 
according to the purposes of infinite wisdom, not only that 
the Son of God should become incarnate in the nature of 
man, but that in that nature — ^perfectly sinless as it was — he 
should die as a sacrifice for sin — that he should "taste death 
for every man." Thus he is described in Scripture as be- 
coming incarnate, in order that he might die. "Forasmuch, 
then, as children are partakers of fiesh and blood, he also 
himself likewise took part of the same, that through deaths he 
might destroy him that had the power of death, that is the 
devil, and deliver them, who, through fear of death, were all 
their life-time subject to bondage. For verily he took not on 
him the nature of angels, but he took on him the seed of 
Abraham; wherefore, in all things, it behooved him to be 
made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and 
faithful high priest, in things pertaining to God, to make re- 
conciliation (or atonement) for the sins of the people." Heb. 
ii, 14—17. 

It would be at variance from my present design were I to 
enter on any detailed argument on the subject of the atone- 
ment. I must, however, venture on the assertion, that this 
doctrine does, in a remarkable manner, pervade the Holy 
Scriptures — that it is enforced on our attention by the joint 
testimony of the law, the prophets, the Psalms, the gospel 
histories, the apostolic epistles, and the Revelation, ihe 
sufTerinffs of the Messiah in the flesh, even unto death, were 
foreshadowed by the ceremonies of the Mosaic institution, 
and foretold, with wondrous accuracy, \5^ \^w\^, ^«ss>^, 

2 



10 

• 

Isaiab, and Zechariah. They are described, in all their par- 
ticulars, in the four gospel histories ; were often adverted to» 
beforehand, by our Lord himself; and are dwelt upon, with 
peculiar emphasis and frequency, in the writings and recorded 
preaching of the apostles. And further, whether we reflect 
on the sacrificial ordinances of the Jews and their progenitors, 
those shadows of good things to come, or on the testimony of 
prophecy, or on the express doctrine of Jesus himself and his 
apostles — we are constrained to confess that his sufferings 
were vicarious — that he bore, in his own body, the punish- 
ment due to our sins — that his death was the one appointed 
propitiatory sacrifice, for the sins of the whole world. The 
sacrifices of Abel, of Abraham, and of Job, the burnt offerings 
and sin offerings of the law, the blood of the bullock and of 
the goat, sprinKled over the mercy-seat, were sacrifices of 
atonement — the shadows having no virtue in themselves for 
the blotting out of sin, but pointing effectually to the one great 
sacrifice to come. Prophecy declares, that the Messiah 
was to be "cut off, but not for himself;" Dan. ix, 26 ; or 
turning the future into the past, that "he was wounded for our 
transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities ;" that "the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him ;" that "all we, like 
sheep, have gone astray, we have turned every one to his 
own way, and the Lord tiatli laid on him the iniquity of us all.'* 
Isa. liii, 5, 6. 

It was in this peculiar character of the sacrifice for sin, 
that Jesus was pointed out to the people by his forerunner, 
"Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world." John i, 29. "The Son of Man," said Jesus himself, 
"came not to be ministered unto, but to minister and to give 
his Ufe a ransom for many." Matt, xx, 28. "I am the good 
Shepherd — the good Shepherd giveth his life for the sheep." 
John x, IL It is the often repeated doctrine of Paul-— a 
doctrine which he presents to us under a variety of aspects, — 
that we have "redemption" through the "blood" of Jesus, 
"even the forgiveness of sins." "If," says he, "the blood of 
bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer, sprinkling the 
unclean, sanctifieth to the })urifying of the flesh, how much 
more shall the blood of Christ, who, through the eternal Spirit, 
offered himself without spot to God, pur^e your conscience 
from dead works, to serve the living God." Heb. ix, 13, 14. 

The apostle Peter assures us that "we arc not redeemed by 
corruptible things, as silver and gold, but with the precious 
blood of Christ as of a lamb without blemish and without 
spot;" 1 Pet. i, 18, 10; that Christ suffered, "the just for the 
unjust, that he might bring us to God," iii, 18; that he "bare 
our sins in his own body on the tree that we being dead to 
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"sin, should live unto righteousness — by whose stripes,'^ he 
adds, "ye were healed," ii, 24, 25. John declares that "he is 
the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but for the 
sins of the whole world." 1 John- ii, 2. Finalljr, the four 
living creatures and the twenty elders, (representing, as we 
may presume, the whole glorified church,) are described, in 
the Revelation, as addressing to Jesus, their "new song" of 
praise. "Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the 
seals thereof; for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to 
God by thy blood," v, 8, 9. "And I beheld," says John, "and 
I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne, and 
the beasts, (or living creatures,) and the elders; and the num- 
ber of them was tea thousand times ten thousand, and thou- 
sands of thousands ; saying with a loud voice. Worthy is the 
Lamb that was slain, to receive power, and riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing. 
And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth, and 
under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are 
in them, heard I saying, Blessing and honour, and glory y'^and 
power, be unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb for ever and ever," v, 11 — 13. 

The christian doctrine of atonement, has often been mise- 
rably misrepresented by unbelievers. They appear to imagine 
that we ground that doctrine on the wrath and natural 
implacability of God ; and they have often ascribed to us 
the sentiment, that this wrath was appeased, and the mind of 
God changed towards us, by the sufferings and death of an 
innocent victim. Such assuredly was never the doctrine of 
Christians. No, my dear friends ; we believe that our God 
is a God of infinite and unchangeable holiness and benevot 
lence — that in his own inscrutable wisdom, he has appointed 
this means for our reconciliation — and that the gift and 
sacrifice of his only-begotten Son, is the glorious result, not 
of wrath, but of Love. "God is love. In this was manifest- 
ed the love of God towards us, because that God sent his 
only-begotten Son into the world that we might live through 
him. Herein is love ; not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins." 
1 John iv, 8 — 10. Nor is Christ ever represented, in Scrip- 
ture, as a constrained sufferer, or his death as a compulsory 
sacrifice. When overtaken and seized by his enemies, he 
could have prayed the Father, and He would have given him 
"twelve legions of angels" for his deliverance ; but he for- 
bore. In his own voluntary love, and in perfect unison of 
counsel with the Father, "He made himself of no reputation, 
took upon him the form of a servant, humbled K\m%el5* ^a^. 
became obedient unto death, even \ive d^e^^ cS. ^^ qx^spi*^ 
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Phil, iiy 7» 8. He gave himself a ransom for all." 1 Tim. ii, 
6. "Christ loved his church and gave himself for it." Eph. 
y, 25. ** Greater love halh no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends F* John xv, 13. 

And this precious, all-availing, sacrifice, was fore-ordained 
before the foundation of the vt'orld. 1 Pet. 1, 20. God foresaw 
the wickedness of the unbelieving Jews, under the temptations 
and influence of Satan; and he fore-ordained that suffering 
unto death of his beloved Son which he knew would be occa- 
sioned, when he should send him into the world, by their 
hardness and impiety. The act of the Jews was a voluntary 
act : the guilt of it, rested, without reserve or abatement, on 
their own heads. But Grod was pleased to over-rule it, for 
the highest and most glorious of purposes — ^the redemption 
and everlasting salvation of our fallen race. 

I cannot leave this branch of my subject without soliciting 
your attention, to another most important consideration. The 
"forgiveness of sin" is indeed a benefit of unutterable value ; 
but it is not the only benefit which we derive from the deatli 
and sacrifice of Christ. There are various passages of Scrip- 
ture, which indicate that this was also the appointed means 
of our procuring the gift of the Holy Spirit ; tliat it was, as it 
were, tne price paid for that divine, enlightening, regenerating 
influence, by which alone we can be led into the way of 
righteousness, and prepared for an inheritance with the saints 
in bliss. "His visage" cried the prophet, "was so* marred, 
more than any man, and his form more than the sons of 
men — so shall he sprinkle many nations." Isa. lii, 14, 15. 
Of the nature of this sprinkling we may form some just view, 
from a corresponding passage — "Then will I sprinkle clean 
water upon you, and ye shall be clean ; from all your filthi- 
ness and from all your idols will I cleanse you. A new heart 
also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you ;" 
Ezek. xxxvi, 25 — 27. "Thou hast ascended on hich" said 
the Psalmist, in prophecy, to his Lord and Saviour, "Uiou hast 
led captivity captive; thou hast received gifts for men ; yea 
for the rebellious also, that the Lord God might dwell among 
them." Ps. Ixviii, 18. — Comp. Eph. iv, 7,8. 

Here then is tlie sum and substance of the Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ— the forgiveness of sin through his atoning 
blood ; and deliverance fnm sin, by the pt»\ver of his Spirit. 
It appears to me that these two things — even ptirdon and 
CKre— constitute redemption. There can be no heaven for our 
fallen, lost, degraded, race without them; and though they 
are plainly to be distinguished, they can never be separated. 
Boiuxl togetlier by an indissoluble tie, they are the appointed 
means of botli our virtue and happiness; and they are tlie 
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joint result of the same glorious dispensation of divine wisdom, 
holiness^ and love — the incarnation^ and propitiatory deaths 
of the Sow OF God. Nor is it to be forgotten, that this sub- 
lime dispensation, predetermined as it was before the creation 
of the world, possessed a divine virtue and efficacy, before asi 
well as after the event. There are good grounds for our be- 
lieving, that whatsoever of spiritual influence, has been be- 
stowed upon mankind, in any age of the world, has flowed 
through this medium ; and glorified souls of every generation, 
doubless, unite in reverently ascribing their salvation to the 
Lord God, and, to the Lamb. 

II. I trust that abundant evidence has now been given that 
the doctrines of the proper divinity, and propitiatory deatii, 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, form no subordinate part of the 
christian religion, but are absolutely, primary, fundamental, 
in the fabric of divine truth ; and cannot fail to be embraced 
by that living faith in Jesus Christ himself, which is the means 
of our salvation. ^ 

I would lay a particular stress here, on the word himself; 
because I wish to be clearly understood as meaning the Jesus 
of the New Testament, who was begotten of the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, was crucified, deatd and buried, 
rose again on the third day, ascended into heaven, and sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God. He is the ^ 
Christ, the only Christ — anointed of the Father, to be our 
prophet, our sacrifice, our priest, and our king.* It was he 
whom his disciples worshipped as the Son of God. Matt, xiv, 
33 ; — ^John ix, 35 — 38. It was he who declared himself to be 
the Christ, to the woman of Samaria. "The woman saith 
unto him, I know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ ; 
when he is come, he will tell us all things. Jesus saith unto 
her, / that speak unto thee, am He." John iv, 25, 26. It was 
he, to whom Peter, on behalf of himself and his brethren, ad- 
dressed the language, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God," Matt, xvi, 16; and again, "We believe, and 
are sure, that thou £irt that Christ the Son of the living Grod.'* 
John vi, 69. It was he who appeared to Saul on his journey 
to Damascus, and was "straightway preached by that gifted 
convert, as Christ, the Son of God." Acts ix, 20. "Saul in- 
creased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which 
dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is very Christ." v, 22. 

Now this very Christ, in all his gracious offices, is re- 
ceived by faith ; and through faith in Him, we are saved. 
The evidence of this truth, contained in Holy Scripture, is 
clear and abundant. "God so loved the world, that he gave 

• • The word Christ, which is Greek, precisely cottcs^tv^ viVOki ^'t VuficitK^ Nwci^- 
Bfessiah, and means "the anointed one.^ 
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his only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him, 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.'' John iii, 16. 
"But as many as received him, to them gave he power to be- 
come the sons of God, even to them that believe on his nameJ* 
John i, 12. "Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that belie veth 
on me, hath everlasting life." vi, 47. "I am the resurrection 
and the life : he that bclieveth in me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live, and whosoever liveth and believeth in me, 
shall never die." xi, 25, 26. "Be it known unto you, therefore, 
men and brethren," said Paul to the people of Antioch, "that 
through' this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: 
and by him, all that believe are justified from all things, from 
which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses." Acts 
xiii, 38, 39. Nor can it be denied that this saving faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, has a very especial reference to his sonship, 
and his sacrifice. "These are WTitten, that ye might believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God ; and that believing, 
^ ye might have life through his name." John xx, 31. "This 
is the victory that ovcrcometh the world, even our faith. 
Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth 
that Jesus is the Son of God?" 1 John, v, 4, 5. "As Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up," (namely on the cross ; comp. John xii, 32, 
88 :) "that whosoever believeth in him, should not perish, but 
have eternal life." John iii, 14, 15. For all have shmed and 
comQ short of the glory of God, being justified freely by his 
grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom 
God hath set forth to be a propitiation, through faith in his 
blood.** Rom. iii, 23 — 25. Finally, the innumerable compa- 
ny of the redeemed ones, who surround the throne of heaven, 
and sing the praises of the Father and the Son, are declared 
to be thev "which have come out of great tribulation, and 
have washed their rubes, and made them xrhite in the blood of 
the Lamb — therefore are they before the throne of God." 
Rev. vii, 14, 15. I beg of you, to dwell on the full meaning 
of this import.int there fork. Under the convincing and 
converting power of the Uo\y Ghost, the sinner re|)ents of 
his transgressions, turns away from his iniquities, and l)elievcs 
in Christ as the sacrifice fur sin, and Saviour of the w«>rld. 
Thus it is that by a liviiij^, and heaven-born, faith in Jesus, 
he washes his polluted robes and makes them white "in the 
blood of the I/iiiib." — Tiierkfork is he roc<»ncilod to (iod the 
Father, accepted and adopted in Christ ; and beins;. thorough- 
ly clennscd and sanctified by tlie Spirit, he finally recoives 
his admission to "the general assembly and church of the 
first bom," in the kingdom of rest and glory. So Ik» it with 
j'ou nO, saith mv soul ! 
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III. I now come to a very painful part of my subject. 
'•The absence of this faith in Christ in those to whom the gos- 
pel is made known, and especially in those who once believed , 
in him, is ruinous to the soul." Awful as is this proposition, 
it seems impossible to deny the truth of it, in the face of our 
Lord's emphatic command and declaration ; "Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that 
believeth, and is baptized, shall be saved ; but he that be- 
lieveth not, shall be damned." Mark xvi, 15, 16. 

Here I wish expressly to disclaim the sentiment that the 
knowledge of the Scriptures, and of that Saviour of whom 
they testify, is essential to salvation. Although the gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ as it is recorded in Scripture and 
preached in right authority, is God's chosen instrument for 
the salvation of sinners, (see John xx, 31; Rom. i, 16; 1 
Cor. i, 18;) yet we cannot doubt, that under the equitable 
government of a righteous God, the degree of faith required in 
every man, is precisely commensurate with the degree of 
light, bestowed upon him. For my own part, I am ready to 
make large allowances for various degrees of ignorance, and 
for the errors and prejudices of education. It is my firm 
conviction, that even among nations who know not Jesus, all 
who believe, and obey the measure of divine light bestowed 
upon them, are graciously accepted of the Father, through 
the merits and mediation of the Son of his love. Such per- 
sons, having faith in God, according to their degree of know- 
ledge, and proving their faith by their obedience, are true 
partakers, as I believe, of the virtue and efficacy of the sacri- 
fice of Christ. "In eveiy nation, he that feareth God and 
worketh righteousness, is accepted with him." Acts x, 35. 
But amongst us, who have the Scriptures in our hands, and 
who enjoy the full light of this gospel day^ a want of faith in 
Jesus Christ, as the Saviour of the world — and still more, a '^ 
denial of Him, after we have once believed in his name — must 
surely be regarded as in the highest degree dangerous, and if 
persevered in to the end, absolutely fatal. "Who is a liar, but 
he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ ? He is antichrist that 
denieth the Father and the Son. Whosoever denieth the 
Son, the same hath not the Father." 1 John ii, 22, 23 ; comp. 
V. 11, 12. "God sent not his Son into the word to condemn 
the world, but that the world, through him might be saved. 
He that believeth on him, is not condemned ; but he that be- 
lieveth not, is condemned already, because he hath not believed 
in the name of the only-begotten Son of God.'* John iii, 17, 18. 

"We are all, by nature, the children of wrath." Eph. ii, 3. 
Here is our condemnation : "He that believeth on the Son, 
hath everlasting life." Here is our rPxoTve\\\a\A.wv. ^fitfs^« 
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awful, yet how clearly consequent, is the alternative described 
by the apostle : ^He that believeth not the Son, shidl not see 
life; but the wrath of God abioeth on him I" John iii, 36. 

"Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove 
your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that 
Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates ?" 2 Cor. xiii, 
6. The Scriptures plainly testify, that a delightful, and most 
salutary, union subsists between Christ and his believing chil- 
dren. They are members of the mystical body of which He 
is the head; or to adopt another metaphor, living branches in the 
true vine, deriving all their nourishment from the parent stem. 
They dwell in Him, and He dwells in them. "I will not 
leave you comfortless; I will come to you. Yet a little 
while, and the world seeth me no more; but ye see me: 
because I live, ye shall live also. At that day ye shall know, 
that I am in the Father, and ye in me, and I in you.** John 
xiy, 18 — 20. And again, "that the love wherewith thou hast 
loved mc, may be in them, and I in them?* xvii, 26. It was 
the petition of Paul for the Ephesians, that "Christ" might 
dioell in their hearts, "by faith." Eph. iii, 17. And for him- 
self, he declares, "1 am crucified with Christ ; nevertheless I 
live ; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me ; and the life which 1 
now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
who loved me, and gave himself for me." Gal. ii, 20. When 
Christ — even Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified and risen Sa- 
viour — is received into the soul by faith, he dwells there as 
the ever present object of our heart-felt reliance, takes upon 
liimself the gracious office of our teacher ; and rules over all 
within us, by the immediate influences of his Spirit. Then 
truly, in the most proper and emphatic sense of the terms. He 
is in us — "/Ac hope of Glar^y** Col. i, 27. 

Doubtless it was under the immediate teaching of Jesus 
Christ, bv his Spirit, that our forefathers were led out of the 
various forms and ceremonies, to which they had previously 
been accustomed, to sit down together in silence before the 
Lord ; and to worship him who is a Spirit, in spirit and in 
truth. Theirs was the privilege, in a pre-eminent degree, of 
witnessing the truth of our Saviour's promise, "Where two 
or three arc gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them." Matt, xvii, 20. Invisible yet omnipresent. 
He condescended to preside over their assemblies both for 
worship and discipline. Yes, they followed him to the prison- 
house, and even in tiie depth of the filthy dungeon, they felt 
his power and sung his praise. They surelv were among the 
last of mankind, who could entertain a doubt of the true 
divinity of Jesus of Nazareth; they served him with uncom- 
promising fidelity ; they knew that they were ht< otrn, because 
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he had bought them with <*a price" — even the precious price 
of his atoning blood. Alas, that any of their descendants 
should have forsaken the Rock of their salvation, and should 
have reduced the Saviour of men, in their estimation, to the 
rank of a mere principle, or ivfluence ! 

Bear with me, my dear friends, while I endeavour to make 
myself clearly understood, in reference to this critical point — 
the turning point, as I believe, of our whole subject. 

It has always been the doctrine of the Society of Friends, 
that Christ — even that very Saviour who became incarnate, 
was crucified, and rose again — is **the true light which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world." John i, 9. 
For my own part, I cordially concur with the sentiment, that 
He who dwells and reigns, by his Holy Spirit, in the souls of 
his believing children, appears by a measure of the same 
Spirit, in tlie hearts of all men, to enlighten and direct their 
consciences, to bring them to a sense of their responsibility to 
God, and to lead them in the paths of virtue. It is my belief, 
that all men, every where, have their day of visitation, and that 
a ray from the Sun of righteousness, enters every dark heart 
of the rational children of God. And where the ray is, there 
is the Sun. Where the influence of the Spirit is, even in its 
smallest measure, there is Christ. By it, he is conveyed to 
the mind , by it, he dwells there. From the emanations of 
his own light, life, and power, he can never be separated. 
And further — where Christ is by his Spirit, there are the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost — one God blessed for 
ever. 

Such, I apprehend, to be the true and ancient doctrine of 
Friends, on this vital subject. 

But to say, that this ray, is itself \\\e Sun — ^that this divine 
principle or influence is itself the Christ ; to allege that Jesus 
was divine, only because this influence dwelt in the temple of 
his body, even as it dwells in the righteous of all generations; 
to apply to it the common terms of an orthodox faith — to call 
it the Son of God, the Saviour, Immanuel, God with us, the 
Son and sent of the Father, — the Lamb of God — to ascribe 
to it, the attributes, and ofl[ices of the Messiah — is a practice, 
as I believe, utterly opposed to the testimony of Scripture, 
and fraught with the deepest danger to the souls of men. I 
venture to suggest, that this strange notion, is the root of all 
the other errors which have been promulgated, in this country, - 
by Elias Hicks and many of his followers. Under the imagi- 
nation that we have the whole Christ, as a thing or substance, 
in ourselves, we first disregard, and then deny, the divine, 
incarnate Saviour, of whom the Scriptures testify ; and on the 
plea of an inward and spiritual religion, ^^ x^Ttfi^is^si.^'^s^fc 'SkXsRw 
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^eat sacrifice for sin, as the means of our reconciliation with 
Sod, and the ground of our hope of salvatipn. 

When these two cardinal and fundamental doctrines of the • 
christian religion, come to be denied, other important parts in 
the great system of truth, are sure to follow in their train. 
Our views of the lost and degraded state of man in the fall, 
become weak and obscure. The exceeding sinfulness of sin, 
is, in measure, forgotten. Hell is robbed of its eternity. The 
tempter of mankind, and accuser of the brethren, even the 
devil, subsides into a dream of fancy, a mere notional person- 
ification of evil. Even the doctrine of a spiritual influence, 
loses its scriptural weight and fulness ; so that this influence 
has been known to be confounded with the rational faculty, 
and on some occasions, with the mere principle of animal or 
vegetable life. 

Far be all such unbelieving views from you, and from my- 
self! Most assuredly, as it is only the influence of the Holy 
Spirit, which can bring us, eflTectually, in faith, to Jesus ; so it 
is, through faith in Him, that wc receive the larger measures 
of that divine influence. "If any man thirst," cried Jesus at 
the feast, "let him come unto me, and drink. He that be- 
lieveth on me, as the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall 
flow rivers of living water. But this," adds the evangelist, 
"spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him, should 
receive" John vii, 37 — 39. So, also, Jesus to the woman of 
Samaria, "If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that 
saith to thee. Give me to drink, thou tvouldst have asked of 
him, and he would have given thee liviv^r water. * * 
Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him, shall 
never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in 
him, a well of water, springing up into everlasting life." John 
iv, 10—14. 

In conclusion, my dear friends, I have only to crave vour 
impartial and deliberate consideration of these remarks. I'hey 
are oflered to you with much respect, and under the feeling 
of tender, christian, love. 

The Lord bestow upon us all, the seeing eye, and the be- 
lieving heart ; reconcile us unto himself through Jesus Christ 
our Saviour ; purify our spirits from all defilement ; and final- 
ly administer unto us, through the blood of the covenant, a 
glorious entrance into the realms of everlasting peace I 

I remain your sincere, 

and aflfectionate friend, 

J. J. GURPIEY. 
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A DEFENCE, &c. 



A Pamphlet alledged to have been written by Joseph John 
Gurney, has recently been published in the City of Baltimore, 
and gratuitously circulated. It is addressed "to the followers 
of Eli AS Hicks/' but plainly is intended to be understood as 
referring to the Religious Society of Friends who constitute the 
Yearly Meeting held at Baltimore. The Representatives of 
that Meeting, although they deny being 'Hhe followers of 
Elias Hicks,'' or of any other man, deem it due to the Body 
they represent, to take some notice of this assault upon a So- 
ciety, who have given no provocation, nor in any way afford- 
ed the least justification for this wanton attempt, to bring them 
and their principles into disrepute with their fellow professors 
of Christianity. 

In the first place we explicitly affirm, that the allegation of 
denying the Divinity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
here brought against us, is utterly false. The Society of 
Friends from its original organization have always maintained, 
and we still continue to maintain, that CHRIST is the only 
Mediator and Saviour: and we hold this fundamental truth as 
the Corner Stone of our faith, and the foundation upon which 
the whole christian fabric rests. And we believe also, fully 
and without reservation, the account of the birth, miracles, 



death and resurrection of the LORD JESUS, as we find it re- 
corded by the Evangelists in the New Testament.* 

It is unhappily true, that in common with many other Chris- 
tian denominations, divisions have, within a few years past, 
arisen in our Society, and that as regards us, many unkind and 
erroneous representations have been industriously circulated; 
by which a very unjust impression has been made upon the 
public mind, both in this country and in England. To these 
we have hitherto patiently submitted, nor would we now no- 
tice the present covert attack, but for the many aspersions and 
dark insinuations with which it abounds. Amongst which we 
view the laboured efforts of the Author to establish the verity 
of various indisputable truths, which, so far as concerns us, 
have never be6n controverted. In this way an attempt is art- 
f\illy made to leave an impression that we deny these truths. 

Among the several denominations professing the Christian 
name, there will be found many conflicting opinions relative to 
modes, fonns and ceremonies of Divine worship, and also as 
regards doctrines, creeds, and constructions of the Scriptures; 
and much strife and contention have grown out of these dis- 
cordant views. The Society of Friends have not felt them- 
selves called upon to embark in these controversies. Satisfied 
that <^ure and undefiled religion,'^ does not consist in abstract 
opinions, however correct these opinions may be— nor in oat- 
ward ceremonies, nor in human institutions or ordinances, 

*Amu farther tnd full refutation of thii unfounded accosatton, we here 
•ubmil the following extract from our church discipline. 

**If any in membership with us shall blaspheme, or speak profanely of 
Almighty God, Christ Jenus, or the Holy Spirit, they ought to he time^ 
and earnestly treated with, for the couTincemeiit of their understanding, 
that they may experience repentance and forgiTenesa; but should any, 
notwithstanding such brotherly labour, persist in their error, or deny the 
divinity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, the immediate revelatioo 
of the Holy Spirit, or the authenticity of the scriptures, as it will thereby 
be manifest, that thry are not one in faith with us, the Monthly Meetings 
whore they belong,' ought to declare the same and issue their teetiroony 
(of diwwnmrnt) accordingly." 
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but in a regeneration of the soul, John iii. 3. whereby it is re- 
stored into the Divine harmony, and brought into a union and 
communion with its Creator, — we do not therefore rely upon 
mere opinions, nor upon the observance of outward rituals, or 
ceremonies, for salvation. 

We most assuredly believe that the dispensation of the Mes- 
siah is a spiritual dispensation — that in the fulness of time, he 
did come to establish his glorious kingdom of peace and righte- 
oi!isness in the world, as had been clearly foreseen in the vi- 
sions of light, and was plainly foretold by the inspired Prophets: 
and we also believe that, in the fulfilment of his own gracious 
promise, he is still with his faithful and obedient children, and 
will continue to be so, "even unto the end of the world," Mat. 
xxviii. 20, as a tender Shepherd watching over his flock; and by 
the influence and operation of his Holy Spirit, plainly manifest- 
ing to them, the way in which they should go, and what he re- 
quires of them: — our confidence is therefore, in Him alone; 
and it is to Him we look for a knowledge of those things 
that pertain to everlasting life and salvation. "If any of you lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God,thatgiveth to all men liberally^ and 
upbraideth not: and it shall be given him." James i. 5. 

According to the testimony of the learned and deeply expe- 
rienced Apostle Paul "the natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him: neither 
can he know them, because they are Spiritually discerned." 1 
Cor. ii. 14. And again, "what man knoweth the things of a 
man save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things 
of God knoweth no man, but the^ spirit of God." 1 Cor. ii. 11. 

As a full confirmation of these solemn truths, we are ex- 
pressly told by our Lotd himself, that "no man knoweth the 
Son but the Father: neither knoweth any man the Father save the 
Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him." Mat. xi. 
27. And we are instructed by the same high authority that al- 
though Divine mysteries are hid "from the wise and prudent" 
of this world. Mat. xi. 25. yet they are revealed to the sin- 
cere inquirer after Truth, who becomes suflliciently humble to 
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seek this knowledge through the . only medium appointed of 
God for its attainment; — that is, by a direct revelation to the soul, 
through the influence and operation of "the true Light which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world." John i. 9. — 
Instead therefore of cultivating in ourselves, and endeavouring 
to excite in others, uncharitable feelings towards our neigh- 
bours, or of seeking contention with them — instead of wasting 
our time in vain attempts to display our. learning in relation to 
mysteries, which, without a Divine Revelation, are incom- 
prehensible to the human understanding, and about which the 
learned "after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the 
world," Col. ii. 8. have never been able to agree ! how un- 
speakably important is it to us, that we should with all humi- 
lity and diligence, labour to attain through that only certain 
medium, to the true and saving knowledge of God. We are 
assured by Christ himself, that in this knowledge consists 
"eternal life." "This is life eternal, that they might know 
thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast 
«ent." John xvii. 3. 

The attempt to arrive at this knowledge by any other means, 
than that appointed by God himself, to wit, by the revelation 
of his Son, to every individual soul, always has been, and we 
believe always will be found unavailing: God will not give his 
glory to another. Is. xlii. 8. He is omniscient and omni- 
present, and reserves to himself the especial and direct moral 
government of his creation. 

From the first gathering of our Religious Society into an or- 
ganized body, they openly proclauned to the world, that they 
did believe the day was come when a pure spiritual worship 
was instituted. John iv. 23, 24. They believed it was to this 
dispensation that the inspired prophets referred, when in speak- 
ing of the advent of the Messiah, they declared in the name of 
the Most High, "I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh," 
Joel ii. 28, and "the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea." Is. xi. 9. 



This gracious promise, we believe, has been fulfilled accord- 
ing to the assurance of our Lord Jesus Christ when, having fi- 
nished the work assigned him, and being about to ascend to 
the Father, he, addressing his followers said, "It is expedient 
for you that I go away, for if I go not away the Comforter will 
not come unto you, but if I depart, I will send him unto you," 
John xvi. 7, and again, "I will pray the Father and he shall 
give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for 
ever, even the spirit of Truth," John xiv. 16, 17, "when he, the 
spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into all truth." John 
xvi. 13. 

Having a full and unwavering faith in these gracious pro- 
mises, and believing, according to the testimony of the Apostle, 
that "the manifestation of the spirit is given to every man," 
1 Cor. xii. 7, and that we have no need that any man teach us, 
"but as the same anointing teaches us of all things," 1 John ii. 
27, we look to it as the medium by which we can be rightly 
instructed in the knowledge of those things that pertain to our 
everlasting salvation. 

At the time the division took place in our society, and when 
a small number of our members withdrew from the general 
body of Friends then assembled at their Yearly Meeting in the 
city of Baltimore, and set up a separate meeting of their own,* 
strenuous efforts were made to excite a prejudice in the public 
mind against us, by the circulation of various false reports, un- 
justly charging us with denying the authority of the scriptures; 
calling in question the divinity of Christ, and promulgating in- 
fidel principles. The Yearly Meeting under these circumstan- 
ces, considered it proper to publish a declaration, in the form 
of an epistle, to its members, stating the ground of our faith 
and profession — ^believing that an advantage might now result 
from a republication, and more general circulation of this ap- 
peal, we here insert it, preceded by some extracts from the 
minutes of the meeting, to wit: 

*The whole number of representatives to the Yearly Meeting from our 
several quarterly meetings was 54: of these, two only withdrew from us, 
and united themselves with the separatists. 
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^At a Yearly Meeting of Friends held in Baltimore^ by ad- 
journments^ from the twenty-seventh of the Tenth Month to ike 
thirty-first of the same^ inclusive^ 1828." 

*The meeting having been brought under great exercise^ on 
account of the circumstances developed in the iDformation 
contained in the Epistles from several Yearly Meetings, of the 
dissentions among the members of our Society beyond the 
limits of this Yearly Meeting, and the criminations promul- 
gated in the form of charges, against those who have hitherto- 
been considered by us as brethren, baptised by the same Spirit 
into the same body; has not seen its way to respond to 
charges, emanating from meetings, possessing the same ext^t 
of powers with itself, but over whose acts it can have no su- 
pervision or control. 

''Believing, as we do, that each Yearly Meeting of the Society 
of Friends, constitutes of itself a body possessing, not less of 
right than from necessity, all the powers of self-government, 
we neither claim the right to control the judgment, nor to ani- 
madvert upon the proceedings of others; nor can we, upon the 
same principles, recognise the right or the power, in them, to 
control, or prescribe rules for our conduct. 

''This meeting has not considered itself called upon, to ad- 
vance any new principle of faith: nor in its communications 
with other Yearly Meetings, with which it corresponds, to ex- 
plain, or expound those principles which have constitated the 
bond of union among its members, since the first estabUshmeni 
of the Society; under a belief that these p^-inciples are well 
known, not only to our members, but to the well infonned 
portion of all christian denominations throughout the world: 
and we are persuaded that if Friends in all sections of the coott- 
try, where discord and disunion have appeared, will jsettle 
down into that state of quietude, where only true wisdom is to 
be found, and ask counsel of Him '^who giveth liberally and 
upbraideth not,'' they may yet experience the assurance of that 
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blessing, which is reserved for the righteous from the founda- 
tion of the world. 

"The circumstance which has transpired during the session of 
this meeting, of a few members of our Society having with- 
drawn from it, with the avowed intention of establishing within 
its limits, another meeting of Friends, (notwithstanding that of 
the whole number of Representatives attending this meeting 
from the several Quarterly Meetings of which it is composed^ 
all are present, and remain united with the body of Friends 
who constitute this Yearly Meeting, except t\ifo,) renders it 
necessary for the preservation of good order^ and uniformity 
in the administration of our church government, that the rela- 
tion in which such stand towards our Society, shall be now 
settled. It is, therefore, the judgment of this meeting, that all 
such members as have already withdrawn, and such others as 
may associate with them in the establishment and support of 
other meetings, under the name of Friends' meetings, shall be 
considered as having relinquished their rights of membership 
with us. 



"The following Epistle addressed to the members who con- 
stitute this Yearly Meeting, was produced by the representa- 
tives, and being read and deliberately considered, the meeting, 
after a time of solemn quiet, united therewith, to wit: 

^To the Quarterly, Monthly, and Preparative Meetings, which constitute 
this Yearly Meeting, and to our members individually. 

Dear Friends^ 

"Having been favoured through the renewed extension of 
Divine Goodness, once more to assemble in the capacity of a 
Yearly Meeting, our minds have been drawn into near aflection 
towards our absent brethrerl, and in this feeling we cordially 
greet you, being deeply solicitous that the peace of God which 
passeth all understanding, may preserve you in your several 
allotments. 
2 
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Hi is our earnest desire that Friends every where, may \m 
honestly engaged to ascertain for themselves the ground of 
their profession^ and the foundation of their hopes, unawed.by 
human authority, unbiassed by earthly affection; firmly believ* 
ing that it is only by yielding an unqualified obedience to the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus our Lord, that this 
knowledge can be attained, or that we can witness iu ourselves, 
as Paul testified he did, a redemption from the law of sin and 
death, and a solid establishment in the unchangeable Truth. 

^It was by a steadfast adherence to the discoveries of Divine 
Truth in their own minds, that the primitive worthies of our 
Society, were strengthened to maintain their ground against all 
the opposition and persecution they had to encounter, and in 
many instances even to turn the hearts of their enemies, so that 
they became the faithful advocates of that which they had 
formerly opposed. 

^Through the medium of the same light of Divine Truth, it 
was that they were enabled clearly to see many evils prevalent 
in the world, and became qualified to bear a faithful testimony 
against them, though some of these were countenanced and 
even sanctioned by the highest earthly authority. By no other 
means, than by those appointed in infinite wisdom for the salva- 
tion of the rational creation, can we hope to be empowered to 
stand forth as firm advocates of the glorious cause of truth and 
righteousness in the earth, and to raise a standard against the 
evils that abound at this day. May we, therefore, ^H>e strong 
in the Lord, and in the power of his might" 

^Soon after Friends were known as a separate Society, many 
of them emigrated to this country, and brought with them 
their religious principles and testimonies; — their sober correct 
manners and their industrious habits. Though far separated from 
each other, and widely scattered over this large continent, they 
constituted but one family; continued to correspond with one 
another, and maintained without abatement, those friendly and 
social relations that ought to subsist among brethren. In the 
gradual progress of their settlement on this eontinent, they 
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formed themselves as circumstances seemed to render it neces- 
sary, into eight Yearly Meetings, in addition to one in London, 
each independent of the others, distinctly and confessedly pos- 
sessing equal rights and powers, as regards making and enforc- 
ing Discipline, and every other prerogative; acknowledging no 
supremacy or head, He alone excepted, who declared himself 
to be the only Shepherd and Bishop of his Church, our blessed 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Although this was the state of 
our Society as regards its municipal economy, harmony pre- 
vailed through all its departments, and the right of membership 
in any one of these Yearly Meetings, conferred the same rights 
throughout them all. At the same time a regular" Epistolary 
correspondence was kept up between all these meetings, and the 
acknowledged ministers of the Society, under the apprehension 
of religious duty, were frequently engaged in the exercise of 
their gifts, to travel and attend these meetings, in which they 
were kindly received and fully acknowledged; and the Society 
exhibited to the world a community more firmly and more 
cordially united, than all the outward creeds or articles of faith, 
formed by human contrivance, had ever been able to efiect in 
any other religious association in our times. The reason we 
think, is clear, the Society was, as we believe, measurably "by 
one spirit baptised into one body." 

'^The great fundamental article of Faith, insisted upon by the 
Society from the time of its first establishment, has been, the 
necessity of obedience to the manifestations of Divine light and 
}ife upon the soul; that grace which, according to the testimony 
of the Apostle, *'hath appeared unto all men" with saving 
energy; that Comforter referred to by our blessed Lord him- 
self when during his outward manifestation he declared to his 
disciples, "I tell you the truth, it is expedient for you that I go 
away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto 
you; but if I depart I will send him unto you." "When he, 
the Spirit of Truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth." 
In a word to that witness for God in the heart, of the efficacy 
of which ample testimony is borne throughout the Scriptures, 
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by the Prophets and Apostles and servants of the Lord, in 
every age and generation of the world. 

"Moses in his last advices to the Tribes of Israel, of whom 
he had long been the leader through the wilderness, says, 
''This commandment" (meaning the Spiritual life of the Law 
by which they might discover through the outward veil or 
type, the great antitype to which it pointed) "which I com- 
mand thee this day is not hidden from thee, neither is it far of^ 
it is not in heaven that thou shouldst say who shall go up for 
us to heaven, and bring it unto us that we may hear it and do 
it; neither is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldst say who 
shall go over the sea foi us and bring it unto us that we may 
hear it and do it, but tlie word is very nigh unto thee, in thy 
mouth and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it." A Pro- 
phet under the law, after he had clearly shown the people, that 
their afflictions and distresses were the effect of their transgres- 
sions, directs them to that within them which would lead them 
in the way they ought to go. "Though the Lord give you the 
bread of adversity, and the water of affliction, yet shall not thy 
teachers be removed into a corner any more, but thine eyes 
shall see thy teachers, and thine ears shall hear a word behind 
thee, saying, this is the way, walk ye in it, when ye torn to 
the right hand and when ye turn to the left." "The law made 
nothing perfect,!' "for if the first covenant had been faultless, 
then should no place have been sought for the second;" "Be- 
hold the days come, saith the Lord, (to those under the Law, 
through one of the Prophets,) that I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah; not ac- 
cording to the covenant that I made with their Fathers, in the 
day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land 
of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an 
husband unto them, saith the Lord. But this shall be the co- 
venant that I will make with the house of Israel after these 
days, saith the Lord, 1 will put my Law in their inward parts, 
and write it in their hearts, and will be their God and they 
shall be my people; and they shall teach no more every man 
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hi« neighbour, and every man his brother, saying know the 
Lord, for they shall all know me from the least of them unto 
the greatest of them, saith the Lord." Not that the Law of 
the Spirit was ever withheld from them, but because their views 
and affections being centred on visible things, their attention 
was engrossed "by the Law of a carnal commandment" and 
outward ordinances: they had lost sight of the enduring sub- 
stance to which the Law pointed — they had cast off the Law of 
the Spirit and turned to dumb idols: it was necessary that they 
should return unto the Lord, from whom they had so deeply 
revolted, and experience in their souls a renewed impression of 
the Divine Law written, not as was the Law of Moses, on 
Tables of stone, but on the Tables of the hieart. John the 
Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, thus testified, "I indeed bap- 
tise you with water unto repentance, but he that cometh after 
me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear; 
he shall baptise you with the Holy Ghost and with fire; whose 
fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and 
gather his wheat into the Garner, but he will burn up the chaff 
with unquenchable fire." Though constituted the administra- 
tor of water baptism, John had a clear sight of the distinction 
between that outward, and superficial rite, and the inward, sub- 
stantial and efficient nature of the spiritual baptism of Christ; a 
distinction well illustrated by the two elements, water and fire. 
Water which can only cleanse the surface, was used by John 
as a lively figure of an internal purification. Jn the spiritual 
baptism, no natural element can reach the moral disease in 
man; but as fire can thoroughly purify any natural substance 
subjected to its operation, so that Divine Principle in man 
tdiich from the analogy of its operations on the soul, to the 
efiect of fire on matter, is illustrated in Scripture by the same 
name. As saith a prophet, "behold I will send my Messenger 
a|id he shall prepare the way before me, but who may abide 
Ibe day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appear- 
eth? for he is like a refiner's fire, and like fuller's soap; and 
he shall sit as a refiner and purifier ofsilver, and he shall purify 
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the sons of Levi and purge them as gold and silver.'' And 
again, ^the day of the Lord cometh that shall burn as an oven, 
and all Uie proud, yea, and all that do wickedly shall be as 
stubble," and ^the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith 
the Lord of Hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor 
branch." This operation of refinement and purification, can 
render the human soul a fit temple for the most High to dwell 
in. '^Know ye not," says the Apostle Paul, "that ye are the 
temple of God; and that the spirit of God dwelleth in you P* 
Christ in his conversation with Nicodemus, on the nature and 
importance of the new birth, says, ^that which is bom of the 
flesh is flesh) and that which is bom of the spirit is spirit" — 
And again, on another occasion, "it is the Spirit that Quicken- 
eth, the flesh profiteth nothing." "For as many as are led by 
the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God." To adduce all the 
evidence that the Scripture furnishes, of the spiritual nature of 
the Gospel dispensation, we might transcribe the greater part 
of the Book. 

"Whilst Friends remained on the simple ground to whieh 
they had been manifestly called, out of the many superstitionfl 
and dark errors into which Christendom had fisdlen, there wit 
no schism, rent, nor division among Uiem. In the mean time^ 
though poor, despised and neglected by the world, though ridi- 
coled by the inconsiderate, and contemned by the learned, ae» 
cused by some of being fanatics, by others as being infideki 
because they could not conscientiously unite with other deno- 
minations of professing Christians, in many of the principle* 
and practices admitted by them; yet amongst themselves peacey 
concord, and charity greatly abounded. 

"Divers charges have been circulated against us: such as thai 
we contemn the authority of the Scriptures; and deny the Di* 
vinity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Which charges, 
however strenuously urged, and however ofVen reiterated are 
nevertheless unfounded. In relation to the Scriptures; we are 
firee to acknowledge what has always been acknowledged by 
the soeisty) that as Peter says, "the prophecy came not in old 
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time by the will of man; but holy men of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost." It is true we do not call 
them The Word of God, because that appellation is in the 
Scriptures themselves, appropriated to a Principle higher than 
any written Testimony can be. "In the beginning was the 
WORD, and the WORD was with God, and the WORD WAS 
GOD,'' before all Scripture or writings: The Scriptures con- 
tain a record of the Lord's dealings, with his rational creation, 
in different ages and generations of the world. They also 
contain many declarations of Spiritual Truth, and the testimo- 
ny of many who have come to the experimental knowledge of 
the living and saving operation of Truth in themselves; but 
they do not constitute the highest and most certain and infalli- 
ble Rule of Faith and practice. Christ said to the Jews of the 
time of his outward manifestation, "search the Scriptures, 
for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are they 
which testify of me; and ye will not come to me that ye might 
have life." The Law and the Prophets were read in the syn- 
agogues every Sabbath day, yet this did not remove the veil 
that was over the minds of the people. George Fox in a letter 
to the Princess Elizabeth, says, "All Christendom are on heaps 
about those Scriptures, because they are not led by the same 
Holy Ghost as those were that gave forth the Scriptures; which 
Holy Ghost, they must come to in themselves, and be led by, 
if they will come into all the Truth of them, and to have the 
comfort of God, Christ and them. For none can call Jesus 
Jjord but by the Holy Ghost, and all that call Christ Lord, but 
by the Holy Ghost, take his name in vain." Every Friend 
wha has come to the experimental knowledge of the living 
substance to which the Scriptures point, loves them and encou- 
rages others to read them, because, as the Apostle testifies, 
^Hhat which was written aforetime was written for our learning, 
that we through patience and Comfort of the Scriptures might 
have hope," and because he can set his seal to their truth. 

**In answer to the charge that we deny the Divinity of Christ, 
wn say that we believe what is written in the Scriptures con- 
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cerning' Christ, both as to his oatw&rd manifestatioii in the 
flesh, and in relation to that Divine Principle of Light and 
Truth in man, which in Scripture is called "the Christ;'* we 
hare certainly never known of any under our name who have 
ever hinted a doubt, much less expressed a denial of that great 
and fundamental principle, which has always been the comer 
stone of our religious profession. Paul might, with the same 
justice, be accused of denying the Divinity of Christ, when in 
his Epistle to the Corinthians he says, "henceforth know we 
no man after the flesh, yea, though we have known Christ 
after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more." 
And again, because in addressing the converts at Rome he 
says, "if any man have not the Spirit of Christ he is none of 
his.'* If this proposition be true, surely the converse is equally 
true. — If any man possess the Spirit, the Divine nature and 
life of Christ, he must belong to his household, and be called 
by his name. It is worthy of obser^-ation that precisely the 
same charges were urged against Friends, when they were first 
gathered as a distinct society, with this remarkable difl^rence^ 
that in the beginning, these accusations were brought forward 
by the Hierarchy, Politicians, and others interested in keeping 
up the old ecclesiastical establishments, as one of the main 
pillars of the fabric of the existing government, and occasioned 
cruel and long continued sufferings, upon our faithful prede- 
cessors of that day; whereas now th3 same charges are revived 
by some who once professed with us. 

"While the Society abode in its proper sphere, there was one 
centre to which it necessarily tendetl, and which preserved it 
from aberration. This is the eternal and immutable Spirit of 
Truth which, though designated by various appellations in 
Scripture, such as "the word nigh in the heart,^ and which was 
from the beginning with God, and was God. '*The true lijfrht 
which lighteth every man that cometh into the worid;** "the 
unction from the Holy One;*' which precludes the necessity of 
any other teacher, "Christ within the hope of glory.** By 
many other terms is it designated^ all pointing to one simple, 
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i94i^l9ibl99 divine priqcipkj impresfed upon the mind of every 
n^tioinal cra^tur^, constituting the law of God there, and neces- 
siu'ily leading to peace aad happiness when obeyed. A depar* 
turn from this pure principle of light and life, is the primary 
caus6 Sif all the evils that abound in the world. It constitutes 
the ovly efficient and un&iling regulator of the active powers 
of th(9 mind; mi k^eps them in due subordination. When 
that check is disregarded, disorder takes place, and we sink 
frcsn one degree of degeneracy to another, until we finally be- 
come involved in great darkness, whence there is no escape, 
but by retracing our steps in that measure of light, which the 
Father of lights may yet mercifully vouchsafe, in order to dis- 
cover to u? the nwful danger of the state into which we have 
fallen, md tp enable us to return. We most ardently and af^ 
fectionately desire, that those who have gone «o far astray 
as tp revile their brethren, and say all manner of evil, 
falsely, {^gainst them, may yet be favoured to see, in that light 
which makes manifest, their error, and the consequences to 
which it leads, and that they may return to that love which ce- 
in^nt^ in harmony and peace.'' 



W^ do not believe that the intelligent and honest hearted 
amongst the different denominations of professing christians, 
with whom we are commingled in general society, would wil- 
lingly permit themselves to be misled by any unjust or uncha- 
ritable accusations that may be circulated against us, however 
insiduously these accusations may bc/veiled, under the cloak 
of a professed concern for our welfare. With the individual, 
who, on the present occasion, has lent himself to these purpo- 
ses, we have no connexion, — nor do we feel any disposition to 
retort the injuries sought to be inflicted on us. Believing 
that we are all brethren by creation — the offspring of one uni- 
versal parent, and knowing that 'in this world we are but so- 
journers; that we are subject to the like afllictions and infir- 
mities of body, the like disorders and frailties in mind — the 
like temptations — the same death, and the same judgment,' wc 
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can cherish no hostile feeling t6wards aYiy, but desire to culti- 
vate charity and good will towards all. Nevertheless, placed 
under the circumstances that we now are, we have felt it to be 
our duty to submit this brief appeal, to the calm unprejudiced 
consideration of our fellow professors of the christian name; — 
less from a disposition to enter into controversies with any one, 
or even from a desire to vindicate ourselves, than from an ap- 
prehension that it has .become our duty to defend the princi- 
ples we make profession of, against the gross misrepresenta- 
tions that have been circulated in regard to them. 

We do this in the full confidence, that although we may, and 
certaintly do, conscientiously differ from many others in regard 
to our religious testimonies and modes of public worship, yet 
those who know us, will at least believe that in our views and 
opinions we are sincere. As a Religious Society, we seek neither 
worldly power nor influence. — We claim for ourselves, and are 
willing that the same inestimable privilege should be secured 
to all others — the RIGHT to worship God, according to the dic- 
tates of our own consciences. We endeavour to live in peace 
with all mankind, and desire nothing but the glory of God, and 
the enlargement of his kingdom; which we are assured ''is not 
meat and drink, but righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghost." Rom. xiv. 17. 

Signed by direction and on behalf of the representatives 

aforesaid, 

WM. E. BARTLETT, Clerk. 

Baltimore, 12th mo. 23d, 1839. 
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APPENDIX. 



Joseph John Gurney having, in his late publication, address- 
ed *'to ihe followers of Ellas Hicks," made some reference to 
his application for permission to attend a public meeting, in 
the meeting house on Lombard street, belonging to Friends, and 
the Representatives of the Yearly Meeting, having in their re- 
ply to his publication, not taken any notice of his remarks, 
relative to this subject, it is deemed proper that a correct state- 
ment of the circumstances connected with his application should 
be preserved. At the same time it is believed to be due 'to 
the occasion, here to examine, if it be but briefly, his whole 
conduct in reference to this ^'Religious concern," as he has 
been pleased to term it, in order that the matter may be 
correctly understood. 

In doing this, it is important that the statement we are about 
to make, should be placed wholly beyond all cavil or dispute; 
we shall accordingly as regards our facls^ rely altogether 
upon verbatim quotations^ from the original correspondence 
that took place between the parties in relation to this subject. 

When in the city of Baltimore, during the autumn of 1638, 
Joseph John Gurney slated in writing to Friends, who con- 
stitute Lombard street meetmg, that it was his desire to have 
a religious opportunity in that meeting house, and added '^my 
"concern is chiefly towards all those, whether members of 
^'your body or not, who are in the practice of attending your 
**meeting on first day mornings." 

Upon being made acquainted with his wishes, a respectful 
note was addressed to him in which he was informed by a 
committee on behalf of Lombard street meeting, that ^fler 
"^nature deliberation upon the proposal offered by thee, it 



Appearing that thy concern is chiefly to hare a religious 
^^opportunity with all those, whether members or not, who 
'^re in ♦he prarfice of attending our meetings on first day 
'^mornings, the Friends who were assembled to consider thy 
'^request, have iiniied* in authorising us to inform thee, that 
*Mi »u art invited to attend our meeting, at any time on first 
**day morning, when thou mayest feel it right to do so, and 
**that the way is open for thee to relieve thy mind from any 
''concern that may rest upon it, in relation to this service.'^ 

Joseph John did not avail of the permission here granted, 
lior did he then give to Friends, any reason why he declined 
the visit that had been proposed by himself. He has however, 
now afforded an explanation, in his recent publication wherein 
he says (page 4,) '*I could not conscientiously involve myself 
**in that religious fellowship with your body which would 
"have been obviously indicated, by my taking my seat among 
"you, in one of your own meetings for worship.'* 

This explanation is considered as worthy to be preserved in 
perpetuam rei memoriam. It affords a most extraordinary de- 
velopement, and presents before us the spectacle of a man, pro- 
fessing to be a minister of the gospel, avowing himself afraid of 
moral contamination, by taking his seat in a peaceable congre- 
gation, publicly assembled for religious worship, even after 
he had been assured, that he would be at full liberty to relieve 
his mind of any ^-concern" that might rest upon it, in regaid 
to that conijrrgation, should he consider it to be his duty to 
do so! — Ft exhibits a rare instance of religious bigotry and ar- 
rogance, i\m\ forcibly calls to our recollection the fart, that in 
the ta:hj ilays of ike chrisiinn church there were individuals 
who afiected to have similar "conscientious" scruples, 
and llial these carried their precaution so far, that thev not 
onlv absolutely rciused (as in the case before us) to hold any 
social or religious intercourse with those, who, in their 
own self-exahaiion they stigmatised as '"sinners," but under 
the lofty opinion which they entertained of their own purity 



mnd righteousness, they were offended with the Divine Mas- 
ter, because he not only visited such, but even sat at the same 
table with them. Mark ii. 15, 16. 

Although the sect here referred to, may have ceased to 
exist as an org'anisetl body, yet ii is plain that the spirit which 
animated it, is not dead — and notwitlistanding it has often varied 
its outward garb, as well as its professions and dogmas, (and 
it may be questioned whether there be any garb or profes- 
sion which it has not, at some time or other assumed,) yet tlie 
members that compose it, have not changed their essential and 
distinctive character, but in all ages of the church, lliat char" 
acier has remained indelibly fixed upon them, so that by their 
fruits they have always been easily known. Under whatever 
aspect or circumstances they present themselves, or by whatso- 
ever name they may be called, they never fail to display the same 
accusing spirit — the same uncomprising intolerance, and the 
same vindictive, persecuting asperity. Profoundly absorbed in 
the contemplation of their own high religious attainments, and 
confiding in their own infallibility, they have in every age of 
the church, been ready to anathematize all, who dare to dissent 
from them in opinion: — and like Nebuchadnezzar, they are dis- 
posed, when clothed with temporal power, to compel every 
one to worship whatever image or system they may set up; 
although that system may be so incomprehensible, as to be 
\indertood by no one except themselves, and like the great 
image described by the prophet, composed of parts so utterly 
incongruous, as to have no natural or possible cohesion or 
consistency. Dan. ii. 32, 33. 

The Representatives of the Yearly Meeting at Baltimore, 
have, as appears by their Defence, not deemed it necessary to 
take a detailed notice of the attack made upon the members 
of that meeting, by the author of the letter addressed ^'to the 
followers of Elias Hicks." It seems rather to have been their 
desire to avoid a contention that promised no beneficial results, 
and they accordingly satisfied themselves, with firs^ asserting 
and then proving by an extract from their church Discipline,* 

*See Defence, page 4. 
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that the facts alleged by their assailant, were uiierly fdlee: 
and having thus relieyed themselves from the charges reck- 
lessly brought against them, they have left their accuser to 
adjust his case between himself, his conscience, and the public, 
in such way as in his discretion he might find most conducive 
to his own reputation and peace. 

This determination on the part of these Friends may have 
been right. They are essentially a pacific people, and in the 
present case appear to have had no object but to vindicate 
themselves and their principles, from the calumnies that had 
by an itinerant foreigner, been gratuitously circulated against 
them, and having accomplished this, perhaps they could not 
consistently with the respect due to themselves and to the 
religious society they were representing, pursne their accuser 
any further. 

The writer of this Appendix however, believes tliat an ex- 
amination of one or two points in this ^letter^' may not be 
improper here: even though such examination should be 
carried no further, than to disclose the effect, that a regnlar 
theological education at Oxford, may have upon the mind and 
principles of a member, of the once simple and unsophistica- 
ted society of Friends; and especially how wonderfully such 
an education enables him to concoct syllogisms, and to lose 
himself and his readers in the dark mazes of incomprehensi- 
ble mysticisms. 

The author of the "letter to the followers of Elias Hicks'' 
in the 23d and 24th pages of his book,* says, "it has always 
been the doctrine of the Society of Friends, that Christ— even 
that very Saviour who became incarnate, was crucified, and 
rose again — is '*the true light which lighteth every man that 
comcth into the world." And he then proceeds. '^For my own 
part, 1 coidially concur with the sentiment, that He who 
dwells and reigns, by his Holy Spirit, in the souls of his be- 
lieving children, appears by a measure of the same spirit, in 
the hearts of all men to enlighten and direct their conscience^ 
to bring them to a sense of their responsibility to God, and to 

* In th^ wcood adidoo of his Panphkl, sm pag« 17. 



leid them into the paths of yirtae. Tt i$ my belief, that all 
men, every where, have their day of risitation, and that a ray 
from the sun of righteousness, enters every dark heart of the 
rational children of God. And where the ray is, there is the 
sun. Where the influence of the spirit is, even in its smallest 
measure, there is Christ. By it, he is conveyed to the mind; 
by it, he dwells there. From the emanations of his own 
light, life and power, he can never be separated And further 
—-where Christ is by his Spirit, there are the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost— one God blessed forever." 

These views are in strict accordance with the true doctfined 
of the Society of Friends. They are in accordance with the 
testimony of scripture, and have our unqualified concurrence. 

The author then proceeds, 

^But to say that this ray is itself the sun — that this Divine 
principle or influence is itself Christ; to alledge that Jesus 
was Divine, only because this influence dwelt in the temple 
of his body, even as it dwells in ihe righteous of all genera^ 
tions;-— to apply to it the common terms of an orthodox faith 
— ^to call it the Son of God, the Saviour, Immannel, God with 
us, the Son and sent of the Father, the Lamb of God, to ascribe 
to it the attributes and offices of the Messiah—- is a practice, as 
I believe, utterly opposed to the testimony of scripture, and 
fraught with the deepest danger to the souls of men." 

Into what a labyrinth of confusion and mystification does 
this profound theologian here lead himself! He tells us 

Ist. That Christ, by his spirit, visits, and is in the hearts of 
til his believing children—that he dwells and reigns there. 

5td. That where the influence of this spirit is, even in its 
smallest measure, there is Christ. And 

3d. That where Christ is by his spiriti — ^'Hhere are the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghost— one God blessed forever.'' 
And he then adds ^But to call this the Son of God, the Sa^ 
viour, Iffimanuel, God with us, the Son and sent of the Father, 
** Lamb of God, to aseribe to it tfa* attribates and o&t^a of 
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the Messiah, is a practice, as I believe, utterly opposed to the 
testimony of scripture, and fraught with the deepest danger to 
the souls of men." 

Can there, in all the metaphysical disquisitions that have 
deluged the world, within the past five hundred years, be any 
thing found more incomprehensible, or more repugnant to 
plain common sense than this? If there be, we confess that 
we have not fallen in with it. 

We are here in the first place told (and it is a truth which we 
most assuredly believe) that Christ dwells in us by his spirit 
(except we be reprobates. 2 Cor. xiii. 5,) If then, as has 
been truly aflirmed by the author, Christ is the Son of Gody 
where arises the danger in calling him the Son of God^ Im- 
manuel, the Lamb of Grod, or by any other appellation author- 
bed by scripture? If he really be the Messiah, the Son and 
sent of the Father, whence arises the awful danger here de- 
nounced to the souls of men, of eUtributing to him the blessed 
and glorious ojices of the Messiah? 

We shall close our remarks upon this better'' with one 
single additional reference to it. 

In page 4 of his pamphlet the author informs us as follows, 
^ have perused parts of the sermons and writings of Elias 
Hifks and other documents, which came from the pens of 
some of his associates. I have also had the opportunity of 
hearing the preaching of some of your ministers^ and have 
conversed in private with several leading memhers of your 
Body^'^ and thence, he proceeds to charge upon the Society of 
Friends in the ^cily of Baltimore and its vicinity,'^ the infidel 
doctrines which he has affirmed they profess, and for which 
he has anathematised them. 

It is not deemed necessary here to concern ourselves with 
any constructions that the author may have chosen to pat 
upon ^parts of the sermons and writings of Elias Hicks,'' or 
upon what he has been pleased to term '^ther docomenti 
whieh came from the pens of some of his associates." Our 
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present business lies exclusively between Joseph John Gurney 
and the Society of Friends ^In the city of Baltimore and its 
^vicinity." It is these he has rudely assailed, and it is them we 
defend. 

Joseph John Gurney referring to them says **I have had 
the opportunity of hearing the preaching of some of your 
ministers, and have freely conversed in private with several 
of the leading members of your body," and it was from these 
alledged conversations and from what he asserts he heard 
preached, that he has assumed the responsibility of charging 
upon the Society of Friends "in the city of Baltimore and its 
vicinity," the impious and profane doctrines that blacken the 
last paragraph of the 4th page of his book. 

Now how are we to reconcile his statements in regard to all 
this? Joseph John Gurney first tells us, in the same page 4 
that he had, by conscientious scruples, been restrained from 
taking his seat in our religious meetings for worship, and we 
certainly believe he never did do it; and yet he acquaints us 
that .he had had the opportunity of hearing the ministers of 
that meeting preach ! ! Some valuable light might have been 
shed on this matter, had this man of tender scrupks stated, 
when it was that he had the opportunity referred to, and who 
were the ministers, belonging to, and acknowledged by thifl 
meeting, that he heard preach these doctrines. 

As regards his declaration relative to his private conversa- 
tions with several of the leading members who constitute the 
Society of Friends, "in the city of Baltimore and its vicinify," 
we shall only at the present time remark, that we consider thia 
assertion entitled to exactly the same credit, as that, in refer- 
ence to the ministers of that meeting;-— or in other words, oor 
opinion is, that so far as relates to the doctrines he either heard 
preached, or avowed in conversation, by any respectable member 
of that meeting, we are safe in asserting that the author has, to 
use no harsher term, fallen into a great mistake, and perpetrated 
a flagrant injustice upon the parties be has so grossly assailed. 
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Hkfhit thtui ^ ire a|»)>r^^nd, dfaibliiti^M k debt trhich we 
b6\itef^ w@ ^iid td Joseph John Ghiriii^, as well as tb th<$ 
Sdcietjr of Friends ^siding in the city of fialtimore and its 
vicinity,^' we shall conclude the notice we have deemed it 
j^dp^ at this thn^ to tak« of him, by sdbjoining the following 
ittnarks which we hope ^iU nbtbe considered irreralent to the 
^^ceasion. 



ADDITIONAL REMARKS. 

"^If knj ma «oong yon wem to be tvligiotiB. ietn^ bridleth iiot his 
tongue, bat deceiveth hie own heeit,. tfaii tnan^s retigion is <l«in." Jame^ 

It 111 manifesiily eliear from this expostulation of the Apostle^ 
tiMtt in hin day, ^6re was a spurious religion abroad in the 
iffbAij and it iii*y, we ^vpirehend, safely be affirmed, that there 
tfwtys his ^eeii. 

Of religibn ther^ oen effectirely be but two kinds^ to. wit^ 
IhAt wfaieli b spurimM and that which is true. In the firstt 
-under w hatever exterior foim it may present itself, is included 
M systisms or professions of religion that are not of tHviae 
erigin, but are of human origin, and which have their birth to 
the human passions and propensities, or are established by 
hmnan policy, and maintained by human influence and power. 

With this kind of religion the world, has greatly abounded* 
It has been found amongst all nations and people: and ]io€^ 
irtthstanding that of it, there have been numberless varie- 
ties and modifications, yet all these, throughout their endlees 
rattiifications, in reality constitute but one family, which, al- 
though a discordant one, is nevertheless the oflbpring.<yf the 
same parentage^— ^human interest and. human pride. 

It was said by one of the sages of antiquity (Plato,) that 
there is in matter a blind refractory force opposing' the benefi- 
cent pQrp6ses of the Creator, and this he affirms '^is the oiigui 
of evil." And an enlightened Apostle of Jesus Christ ho da-, 
clared 'Hhe carnal mind is enmity against Ood: for it is not 
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subject to ilw kw ot Qc^.^ Roiii. viii. 7. Atid fttrtW,^ <Hhe 
hatural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, fbr 
they are foolishness with him, neither can he know them." 1 
Cor. ii. 14. 

That the propositions here asserted by the Apostie are true, 
•we presume no one will venture to deny: How then isan a 
religion which is the offspring of human learning, or of any 
human attribute or institution, work out the purification and 
redemption of the immortal soul ? 

We know that in us as men and creatures there dwelleth no 
good thing. All contrivances or systems therefore, built up by 
human wisdom, although their professed object may be the pro^ 
motion of moral good, must of necessity, partake of the nisiture 
ttnd character of the source from whence they spring, and CBti«- 
not be pure. A bitter fountain does not send forth sweet wa- 
ters: — neither do men gather gmpes from thorns nor figs froift 
thistles; but it remains, and ever will remain to be an im» 
changeable truth that "^that which is of the fiesh is flesh"^^ 
**eartMy, sensual, devilish.'' 

The other kind of religion is, that whieh is of Divine erigfhl 
and birth— >the ofi^rtng of the Divine influence and power^ 
operating directly and immediately on ^e soul, and by i^ 
deeming it from the dominion of the animal prc^nsities and 
bringing it under the Divine government, reconciles it to God, 
— restores it into the Divine harmony, and jnrepares it for ui 
admission into the mansions of eternal rest and peace, according 
to the gracious purposes of its Creator. 

Under one or the other of these two divisions, will be found 
included, the whole human raice, excepting only, that portion 
who do. not believe in the existence of a->God, nor in the im* 
mortality of the soul,— nor in its mond responsibility. These 
last commonly attadh themselves to no religious purty, nor do 
they make any profession of religion whatever. 

Amongst the Israelites, this latter division, were called Sadda* 
cees; amongst the Greeks they^ at one period, were called Vyrp- 
honics, and in modem times ihey are called Atheists or Infi- 
dels. 
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The three divisions here enumerated, it is believed, consti- 
tute the only real and substantive distinction amongst man- 
kind, as regards religion, and they were all referred to by our 
Lord during his outward manifestation. 

The first were then called Pharisees, the second, Nazareens 
or Essences, and the third, as is above stated, Sadducees. 
It is manifestly plain, that the religion of the first, was 
wholly superficial, and consisted altogether in useless ceremo- 
nies and external observations. And this has been an invaria- 
ble distinctive characteristic, of a mere lifeless formal religion, 
in all ages, and under whatever garb or profession it has ap- 
peared. 

The religion of the second division here enumerated, being 
purely spiritual, is quiet, retiring, silent and unobtrusive. It 
erects to itself no system — attempts no ostentatious display, 
and is charitable to all. It is gentle and easy to be entreated, 
and is full of mercy and good fruits. Its votaries, yielding 
themselves to the infiuenccs and teachings of. Divine Wisdom, 
and being thus "led by the Spirit of God" they will, if they 
continue faithful, and follow their Saviour in the regeneration, 
become "the sons of God" "redeemed from the world" and 
from "the spirit of the world." 

It is in this division that throughout all generations have 
been found the true spiritual worshippers, — they belong ex- 
clusively, to no sect nor pai-ty, but constitute the regenerated 
and dedicated servants of God, amongst all sectf. They com- 
pose that "great multitude, which no man could number of all 
nations and kindreds and people and tongues," which the 
Evangelist saw worshipping "before the throne and before the 
Lamb." 

^'They shall hunger no more^ neither thirst any more, nei- 
ther shall the sun light on them, nor any heat." 

^'For the Liunh which is in the midst of the throne shall feed 
them, and shall lead them into living fountains of waters: and 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." Rev. vii. 9, 
16,17, 
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